
What Has Happened To The Largest Recycled 
CD Horse Sculpture In The World?

This amazing horse sculpture is 11ft in height and was created using 

5000 recycled CDÕs. Dean created this art-piece to demonstrate what 

can be achieved using reclaimed CDÕs & to showcase his artistic 

talents. Dean had already created several large sculptures for 

schools & he felt it was time to showcase his talent to the art world.

What do DeanÕs sculptures symbolize? 

This horse was also designed to showcase an animal  of 

sheer beauty, Dean represents this using a masculine chrome 

outer layer using CDÕs & when ÔHigh-DensityÕ is lit up at night 

this offers the viewer to see the inner beauty.  ÔÕHigh-Density 

symbolizes a horse of sheer class & lighting speedÓ

ÒIÕve been told the inner welded structure is beautiful on its own, but 

Dean thinks using recycled items onto the surface showcases his 

talents & allows the viewers imagination to see something quite 

mesmerizingÓ

How did the idea evolve?

In 2008 I was looking at various artists creating recycled artworks & came across a show 

called the Recycled Sculpture Show. I came across amazing artists such as a hub-cap 

artist & many more!  www.hubcapcreatures.com I contacted them demonstrating the work 

previously done with schools, within weeks they invited me to contribute a horse sculpture 

for a charity based in Bristol  called HorseWorld. The idea was to raise awareness for the 

charity & this sculpture was exhibited from 2009-2010. This sculpture was well  publicized 

on the BBC, Daily Mirror, Leicester tabloids, Bristol tabloids, radio & much more.



I wanted to create something very different to other artists in this 

area & stumbled upon a stack of CDÕs on the Internet & looked at 

them imagining them piled onto each other creating the legs. The 

idea at this point was to stack thousands of CDÕs on top of each 

other! My prediction at this point would be that I ordered an 

estimated 20,000 CDÕs from the recycling people, in time my ideas 

developed and I only needed 5,000 CDÕs.  

However IÕm still reusing the remaining 15,000 CDÕs, to date IÕve used these spare CDÕs on 

a range of recycled projects such as a huge Bob Marley promotion, Beatles Yellow 

Submarine, rooftop mural, disco room for a youth center, Summer Sundae festival logo & 

various animations within schools. 

What processes did you use to design & create this unique sculpture?

At first I sketched out ideas, took photoÕs of horses and decided to have the horse on itÕs 

hind legs rather than just standing on all four legs, I believed this visual makes the horse 

look more dramatic. 



The next stage I created was a maquette 

using armature wire to familiarize myself 

with the complexity of the design. 

When creating the sculpture I started with 

welding the head, then created a solid 

support through the entire sculpture. Next I 

welded the structure of the body, legs & etc. 

The next stage the entire sculpture was 

glued onto with a wire mesh. 

Finally the painstaking bit was cutting 

each individual CD with scissors & each 

CD was glued onto mesh by layering & 

bending CDÕs to fit onto horse sculpture. 

Where did you make this huge sculpture?

High-Density was created in a horse field as he was too big for my workshop, the 

weather was atrocious and at points I was working in terrible downpours.  The mud was 

terrible to, it was a very messy job at points.



How did you move a huge 11ft sculpture? With great difficulty, DGT 

Transport kindly came forward 

and moved the horse free of 

charge after various pleas 

through the press.

What has happened to the sculpture since the exhibition ended?

Firstly the horse sculpture was brought back to 

Leicester as an exhibition piece for Enderby County 

Council ÔA Place To GrowÕ however when it got to its 

destination point the horse was redirected to the 

DGT Haulage firms yard as a catastrophic  mistake 

made by the council. (The horse was too big for its 

destination) The horse stayed in the yard for four 

weeks after & I then found a new home for him at 

The Independent Art Centre in Leicester City Centre 

June 2010.  



Apon the arrival of the horse at the art 

centre I was provided with another problem 

the art center explained that windows could 

be taken out to allow the structure to be 

brought in, however the windows didnÕt 

open! Guess what happened next? Yep I 

had to cut down the base of the sculpture 

to get it too fit within the centre. 

However this has now done me a favor in 

the long run as it has now allowed me to 

adapt the sculpture, thankfully this sculpture 

can be transported with more ease now!  

The sculpture stayed at the centre for two 

months, Melton Innovation Centre explained 

they would exhibit the sculpture after this 

event however I was let down again. 

Fortunately Charnwood Borough Council  stepped in and its now hibernating, letÕs hope the 

next adventure High-Density has it will be to get the public exited about recycling.

Where is High-Density know? He is lying in a sealed metal container waiting to be 

used by Charnwood Council  to promote Britain In 

Bloom.  

ÔHigh-DensityÕ is know available to be used as a 

marketing piece for either hire or he can be bought 

as a permanent installation. Dean is even happy to 

donate part of the proceeds to a worthwhile charity 

& is actively encouraging interested parties to 

contact him. dean@artwiz.co.uk



Bookings :
Call Dean on 07717 281466 or 
email administrator@artwiz.co.uk

Web: www.artwiz.co.uk

Twitter: http://
twitter.com/
TheArtWizard

Dean

More Pictures

Covered by:

 BBC Bristol 13/8/2009
BBC East Midlands Today http://www.artwiz.co.uk/html/gallery.html

Daily Mirror 2009

Leicester Mercury 8/2009 & 6/2010

BBC Radio Leicester 2009 & 2010
BristolÕs Evening Post 12/8/2009
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